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| PSAL. XXVII. 37, - 
Mark the perfett Man, and behold the upright; 
For the End of that Man is Peace. PE” 


N this Pſalm David anſwers an 
Objection, which in all Ages 
has been made againſt a religi- 
ous Life, namely this, that it is 
in vain to ſerve God, becauſe 
"= good Men are often afflicted, 
and bad Men proſperous in the World. This 
Obſervation has puzled many of the Heathen 
Philoſophers, and ſome good Men alſo, who, 
have enjoyed the Benefit of a ſupernatural di- 
vine Revelation. From this Conſideration A. 
ſaph was tempted to conclude, that he had 
cleanſed his Heart to no purpoſe, and waſhed his 
Hands in Innocency, Pſal. Ixxiii. 13. And 


A 2 Jer. 


Y * 
ii. 1. 2. 2. The 8 f | art 
thou, O LORD, when J Plead with thee : get let 
0 with thee of thy fs. 
doth the Way of A Wi 22 proſper ? Wherefore 
are all they happy who deal very treacherouſly ? 
THE P/almi/} furniſhes Us, with a ſolid 
Anſwer to this Ohjection. He does not detiy, 
that wicked Men are ſometimes. more proſpe- 
rous in the World than the righteous ; but he 
denies that their State is therefore better and 


happicr, than that of the Juſt. He obſerves 


that the outward Proſperity of ungodly Perſons 


is of a very ſhort duration, and altogether un- 
certain: That in their moſt flouriſhing Conditi- 
on, they are Strangers to true Happineſs; that 
they axe diſquicted by Envy, Wrath, Malice, 
and ſuch like turbulent Paſſi ions; : that they are 
perpetually buſy in contriving and executing 
miſchievous Devices, and there fore cannot en 
in ward Peace, and Self- Approbation; and th 
they are hateful to Almighty od and the hes, 
ofhis Vengeance. 
O the other Hind, he obſerves that 
fighteous' Men truſt in, God; that they do 
good, and conſequently enjoy the moſt rational 
eafure of which the Humane Mind is capable, 
even the Gratification of the nobleſt Inſtincts, 
which our Creator has planted in us; that Me- 
ditations on God, the Aſſurance of his Favour, 
and Converſes with him, afford them the moſt 
pure and heavenly Delight : ; that they have no 
CE for Anxiety, but may with a cheerful 


-onidence, commit their Way to God ; that 


they 
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they are meek and calm; that they delight 
themſelves in the Abundance of Peace; of Peace 
with their Neighbours, there being but few 
ſo wicked and malicious; as to hurt or diſ- 
turb thoſe who conſtantly follow that which is 

ood'; of Peace with God, for, if our own 
Hearts condemn us not, we are fo conſtituted, 
that, we cannot but expect the Divine Appro- 
bation ; of Peace in their own Minds, for the 
Hearts of thoſe Men, who are confcious to 


themſelves of their own Integrity cannot re- 


proach them. 
TRE P/alnif} further obſerves that vertuous 
Men enjoy with Relith, the Portion which God 


has given them under the Sun, how ſcanty ſo- 


ever it may be; being content with the Lot, 
which the wiſe and good Ruler of the World 
has appointed for them; being truly thankful 
for the Benefits conferred on them; and taking 


- pleaſure in ſhewing Mercy and Kindneſs ac- 


cording to their Abilities. He alſo declares; that 
ſuch pious Men enjoy the Favour and Protec- 
tion of Almighty God, who will plead their 
Cauſe, vindicate their Innocency, and abun- 
dantly bleſs them, their Poſterity, and their 
Friends. He adds, that in deep Diſtreſs, they 
ſhall have ſtrong Conſolations, that the God in 
whom they truſt will ſupport and deliver them. 

Bur what the P/alnf# chiefly infifts on, is, 


the laſt Tſſue of T hings, in which, as he often 


intimates in this Pſalm, there ſhall be a very re- 
markable Difference between the Righteous and 
the Wicked. And this is the important Inſtruc- 

+ tion 
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| tion which he delivers in the Text, and in the 
following Verſe, Mark, ſays he, the perfect Man, 
and bebold the upright, for the End of that Man 
is Peace; But the Tran areſſors [ball be deſtroyed 
together, the End of the Wicked ſhall be cut off; 
'T 1s not neceſlary, critically to determine | 
whether by the End of the upright Man, and 
of the Wicked, the Sacred Author meant.their 
Death. There are Reaſons for believing that | 
| | he intended to vindicate the Truth of the Pro- | 
| miſe of long Life, and Proſperity, in the Land. | 
of Canaan, made to the Jews. on Condition of 
| _ Obcdicnce to the Law of Moyes, and of the a 
Threatnings of ſevere temporal Judgments to | 
be inflicted on the diſobedient : and that he in- : 
tended to inſtruct Men not to judge raſhly, if 
for a Seaſon, things ſhould ſeem to happen o- 
| © therwiſe, but to wait patiently, encouraging 
Z them to expect a Turn of Affairs, by which 
they ſhould have full Evidence of the Divine 
Veracity. 55 . | 
IN the old Teſtament we have many Inſtan- 
ces of this Kind. It pleafed GOD for a while 
| grievouſly to afflict Jr, who was a perfect 
| and an upright Man, but he afterwards bleſſed | 
his latter End more then his Beginning. Foſeph | 
was hated by his Brethren, and ſold for a Slave, . 
but he was afterwards raiſed to great Honour, 
David alſo had long been perſecuted by Saul, | 
and was afterwards exalted to the Throne of / 4 
rael. He ſuffered great Hardſhips during the | 
ReLellion of his Son Abſalom, and was after- | 
wards happily reſtorcd to his Kingdom, and ve- x 
{ 
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ET Eon wn? 
ry probably wrote this P/alm on that Occaſion, 
THERE is no Doubt but that during the 
Moſaic Occonomy, while the Sanctions of 
GOD's Law were temporal Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, the Providence of GOD did more 
frequently and remarkably interpole for delive- 
ring virtuous Men from their Troubles, and ren- 
dring their outward Eſtate in the World proſ- 
perous; then now under the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 
tion, by which Life and Immortality have been 
brought to light. If this had not been the Cafe, 
it would have been more difficult for a Few than 
for a Chriſtian to Solve the Objection ſtated in 
this Pſalm. 9 | 
B v r this is not ſo to be underſtood as if good 
Mien, during the Continuance of the Fewiſh 
Religion, had had no Knowledge of a future 
State and of Rewards and Puniſhments to be 
diſtributed in it. The Light of Nature has 
taught Mankind, very generally, to believe theſe 
Things. Whoſoever attentively conſiders the 
Nature of Bodies and of Spirits, muſt perceive 
that there is no Agreement between Extenſion, 
Diviſibility, Paſſiveneſs, or a Capacity of being 
acted upon, which are the Properities of Matter, 
and the Powers of thinking and acting from 
Choice, which are the Properties of Spirits; 
and muſt therefore conclude, that our Souls are 
not material Subſtances, but Spirits, and conſe- 
quently are uncapable of Diſſolution, and muſt 
exiſt forever, unleſs rhey be turned into no- 
thing by that Almighty Power, which at firſt 
created them. | 
EE Ane 


| „ 

AN p we have no Reaſon to believe that 
GOD, who, as far as we know, never has an- 
nihilated any of his Creatures, will annihilate 
our Souls, the moſt excellent of all his Creatures, 
of which, by the Light of Nature, we can have 
any Knowledge. 

HA p he intended to do this, there is Reaſon 
to believe, that he would not have made vs ca- 
pable of forming an Idea of Eternity, and that 
he would not have planted in Us a vehement 
Defire of Immortality. 

BESID Es this, the Light of Nature diſco- 
vers that GOD is rightcous and good ; Burt ne- 
vertheleſs we ſee that virtuous Men are not al- 
ways rewarded, nor wicked Men always puni- 
med in this Life. We have therefore Cauſe to 
fl expect a future Life in which the Glory of the 
j Divine Rightcouſneſs and Goodneſs ſhall be 
made manifeſt. 
| THrosrt Joys and Hopes which ſpring up 
| in the Mind of a 2 Man who is-conſcious to him- 
| felf of well-doing, thoſe Stings and Terrours 
| which a Man feels when conſcious to himſelf of 
[| Wickedneſs, and which are uſually ſtrongeſt at 
q the Approach of Death, are to be confidered as 
the Voice of Nature, that is, of God the Au- 

thor of Nature, declaring chat in a future State, 
there ſhall be a Reward for the Rightoous and 
the Wicked. 
AND concerning this Point, fome Light was 
ſuperadded by _ Moſaic Revelation, by which 
GOD in very der xpreſſions declared that 
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he "ow Vitee and hates Vice, that he will re- 
"ward 
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ward the Upright and puniſh the OPER of 
Iniquity. Now the Fews could not but obſerve 
that in this World Virtue is not always rewat- 
ded, nor Vice puniſhed. The Hiftory of righ 
teous Abel murdered becauſe his Piety wes ac 
ceptable to GOD, was alone Sufficient to con- 
vince them of this They had therefore Rea- 
ſan to conclude, that in a Life ta come, GOD 
will diſcover his Love of Holineſs and Hatred 
of Sin, by rewarding the one and Puniſhing 
the other. And in this Conjecture they might 
have been confirmed by the Tranſlation of E- 
noch and Elias, and God's OY himſelf the 
GQD of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, after their 
Death, though they had enjoyed no great Pro- 
fperity in this World; From whence it might 
be inferred that they continued to exiſt, and were 
happy in the Enjoyment of the Divine Favour, 
And in the P/alns and Writings of the Pro- 
bers, we find ſome Expreſſions which in their 
higheſt and Rrungeſt Senſe can relate only to a 
futute State, and Rewards and Punifhments to 
be diftributed in it. 

Ir wauld therefore be raſh and ynwarrantas 
ble to affirm, that in this Text the P/al/mi/? had 
no View to the Happineſs of good Men at the 
Time of their Death, and in a future State: 
And ſeeing that by the End of upright Men, 
and of T — mentioned in theſe verſes, 
their Death may very well be underſtood, which 
puts an End to * Troubles and Joys, to 


all their Purpoſes, Lahours and Concernments 
under the Sun, I may be allowed to explain UE. 
Text in this Senſe. B T N 
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Tux Method which I intend to obſerve is 
tdi; es 2 6 F 
| Firſt, To ſhew you who they are whom the 


holy Scriptures call perfe# and upright Men. 

- Secondly, T o ſpeak of their Happineſs at the 
time of their Death, their End is Peace. 
- Fhirdly, Lo illuſtrate the P/almiſ?'s Obſerva- 


tion, by an Example which we have lately ſeen, 


of the happy Death of a truly. perfe& and up- 
right Man, in the ſcriptural Senſe of theſe 
Words. And 1 5 

Fourtbly, To conclude with ſome uſeful 
Advices. | | : x 
Fir then, I will endeavour briefly to ex- 
plain who they are whom the Scriptures call 
perfect and upright Men. You all know, 


that ſince Sin firſt enter'd into the World, 


no meer Man has ever been abſolutely Perfect, 


and Upright. In this Senſe, Job ſays, Chap. 


ix. 20. If Tjuſtify my ſelf, my own Mouth, ſhall 
condemn me, If I fay I am perfect, it ſball alſo 
prove me Perverſe. We have all ſinned, and come 


ſhort of the Glory of God. If God were ſevere to 


mark our Iniquities, we could not and. We 
have Reaſon to pray in the Words of the holy 


= P/almiſt ; LORD, enter not tf ay, wo with 
7 


thy Servants, for in thy Sight ſhall no living Man 
be juſtified. We all need the Grace of the Goſ- 
pel ; the holieſt Menon the Earth, are far from 
abſolute Perfection. Even they who have Fel- 


 lowſhip with God, walking in the Light, as he is 


in the Light, deceive themſelves, if they ſay, 


. that they have no Sin. For, as St. James ob- 


ſeryes 
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ſerves, in many Things we offend all. Jam. iii. 2. 
Bur they are perfect and upright in the 


Scriptural Senſe of this Character, who are ſin- 


cerely pious, ho truly love GOD, and are devo- 
ted to his Fear, who worſhip him in Spirit and 
in Truth, who are obedient and Submiſlive to 
his Will, who place their Truſt and Confidence 
in GOD, who ſet the LORD always before 
them. That true Piety 18 a neceſlary 'part of 
Perfection appears from the account given of 
Noah, Gen. vi. 9. Noah was a juſt Man, and 
Perfect in his Generation; and Noah walked 
with GOD + And from the Charge given to 
Abraham Gen. xvii. 1. I am the almighty God, 
walk, before me, and be thou perfect. 

 Txrey are perfect and upright who are fall 
of Benevolence, Compaſſion and Benignity to 


Mankind; who /ove their Neighbours as them- 


ſelves, and are Merciful as their heavenly Father 
is Merciful. That in ſtrong Benevolence, fer- 
vent and extenſive Charity, Chriſtian perfecti- 
on chiefly conſiſts, the Inſtructions delivered by 
our Saviour Mat. v. 44. Sc. fully prove: +: 
Love your Enemies, lays he, * them that 
curſe you, do good to them that hate you, And 
pray for them who deſpitefully uſe you, and per- 
ſecute you, that ye may be the Children of your 
Father who is in Heaven, for he maketh his Sun 
to riſe on the evil, and on the good, and ſendeth 
rain on the juſt, and on the unjufl. For if ye 
love them wko love you, what Reward have ye ? 
do not even Publicans the ſame? And if ye 
ſalute your Brethren only, what do you more than 
8 — 3 others? 


= 
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8 ethers ? do not even the Publicans Jo * Beye 
'H therefore perfect, as your Father who is in Hea- || 1 
ven 1g per feti. | 
THE arc perfect and upright who are free 
from the Dominion of Covetouſneſs, Ambition, 
and ſenfual Luſts. - Who are ſoher, temperate, | 
| chaſt, pure and holy in all manner of Converſa- 
| tion, even. as God wht hath called us is holy. 
| That in theſe things alfo the Eſſence of Chril- 


| tian Perſeftion is placed, may be inferred from 
= the Apoſtle Pauls Exhortation 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
| | Let us cleanſe our ſelves from all Filthineſs of the 
| Fleſh and Spiriz, perething Holnefs in the Fear” 
| God, 
| 18 E L F-denial alſo is a conſtituent Part of 
Chriſtian Perfection. This our Saviour teach- 
| es Mat. xix. 21. Where we read that to one 
| who pretended that from his Youth he had ob- 
|| ſerved all the precepts of Morality, Jeſus faid, 
| | | if thou wilt be — go and ſell that thou hap, 
1 and give to the Poor, and 650 ſhalt have Trea- 
1 fure in Heaven. _ 
bi Tux vy are perfect; and upright who keep 3 
ſtriẽt Watch over their Thoughts and Words as 
well as their Actions. This St. James inti- 
. mates Chap. mM. 2. Tf any any Man offend nor in 
3} Nori, the jams is a eres Fu" 77 | 
Tux v are perfect and upright who abhor 
all Fraud and Deceit, the Hebrew Word which 
is here tranſlated Perfet might as well have been 
render'd Sincere, He therefore is perfect whoſe 
Heart is Honeft, whoſe profeſſions are true, 
who is un Jfraelite cen n whom bee is nh 
Guile, 5 55 H E 
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H E is an upright Man who is inflexibly de- 
termined to do-that which is right, which God | 
and his own Conſcience will aprove. 
Hk is a perfect and upright Man in whom 
21 Moral and Chriftian Virtues are and abound. 
Who though he is far from abſolute Perfection, 
is nevertheleſs tending towards the higheſt De- 
grees of Perfection to which a mortal Man can 
attain. Who is deeply ſenſible of his own Im- 
perfections, with ſincere Humility acknowled- 
ges them. Saying with St. Poul Phil. iii. 12. 
13, 14. Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already per fed, but T follow after 
that I may apprehend, that for which alſa 1 am 
apprehended of Chrift Feſtus ; T count not my felf 
to have apprehended, but t his one thing I do, for 
getting thoſe things which are behind = and reach- 

ing forth unto thoſe things which are before, | 

T preſs toward the Mark for the prize of rhe 
high Calling of God in CI Jefus. 

HE is a a perfect Man in whom the Image of 


CARIST and 6f GOD is conſpicuous, and 


who conſtantly endeavours tobe more and more 
conformed to thoſe perfodt Models, Whufe 
Path is as the morning Light, Jpinning more 
and more unto the perfe# Day. 

'T 4415 is the Aceount which the holy Serip- 
tures give Us of the Character of a perſect 
and upright Man, and it is intirely agreeabte 
to the Dictates of Reaſon. Man is a Creature 
endowed with Underſtanding and Liberty, 
capable of know ing GOD, of ditcerning a Dif- 
ference between Right nd „ü— Evol, 

and 
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and of diſcoyering the Obligations which ariſe 
from the Frame of his Nature, the Circumſtan- 


ces in which he is placed, and the Relations in 


which he ſtands to other Beings, He cannot 
but perceive a native Beauty and Excellency 
in Virtue, and it's Tendency to promote pub- 
lick and private Happineſs. He feels good In- 
ſtincts planted in him, by which he is power- 
fully excited to the practice of Virtue, He is 
ſo conſtituted that he muſt be ſelf- condemned 
when he wilfully ſwerves from the Paths of it. 


He is therefore undoubtedly a Moral Agent, a || - 


Being formed for the Practice of Virtue and 
Religion; and conſequently tis manifeſt, that 
the higheſtPerfeQion of ſuch a Creature as Man, 
muſt conſiſt in being virtuous and religious. 

Tu Is is all that I ſhall offer for explaining 
who they are, whom the ſacred Writings deno- 
minate perfect and upright Men. 

I now proceed under the Second general 
Head, to ſpeak concerning the Happineſs of up- 
right Men at the time of Death; and becauſe 
I preach to a Chriſtian Audience, I will 
ſuppoſe ſuch Men, when dying to have the 


Faith of the Goſpel. 


Ts true indeed that Death is ſhocking to 


Human Nature. The ſeparation of the Soul 
and Body, that Putrefaction which the Body 
muſt undergo, the irrecoverable Loſs of all thoſe 


earthly Poſſeſſions and Enjoyments which have 
been accounted valuable, that everlaſting Fare- 
well which Men muſt bid to all their dear Re- 
* and Friends, that unknown State into 

| | which 


|| wards, are awful Thin 


by 


( a5 1) 
which they muſt enter, and from which they 
never ſhall return, thoſe Apprehenſions which 


they have concerning a future Judgment and 


righteous Diſtribution of Puniſhments and Re- 
And our wile Crea- 
tor, has planted in Us a vehement Deſire 
of Life, for exciting Us carefully to preſerve 
it. Some alſo who are not affraid of the Con- 
ſequences of Death, dread its Agonies. It 
muſt therefore be acknowledged, that with Re- 


| ſpect to the Bulk of Mankind, Death is juſtly 


and elegantly called by Bildad, The King of 
Zerrours, Job xviii. 14. „ 

TISs alſo true that good Men often die 
of as long continued, and as painful Piſeaſes 
as the Wicked. ** , 

Bur in this is the Difference, at the time of 
Death the perfect and upright Man, ſuppor- 
ted by the Chriſtian Faith, has ſtrong Conſola- 
tion; and great Peace. 1 


FHiſt, He is not then filled with diſtrac- 


ting Terrours, or: diſquieting Remorſe ariſing 


from diſmal Reflections on a wicked Life, on 
Crimes unrepented of, and unpardoned. He 
will indeed be affected with a godly Sorrow 
for thoſe Sins of which according to the graci- 
ous Terms of the New Covenant he has obtain- 
ed Remiſſion; and with a deep Concern for all 
his Faults. And ſuch Sorrow and Concern are 
then ſeaſonable and becoming. But he is ſure, 
that there is no Condemnation to them that are 
in Chriſt Feſws, who walk not after the Fleſh, 
but after the Spirit. He will: with an humble 

Con- 
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he has neglected to improve. Such Humble- 


( =) 
Confidence renew his Recourſe to the tender 
Mercy of God by Faith in the Blood of Jeſus; 
and ſhall have a, Right triumphantly to fay; 
Who ſhall lay any thing to the Charge of God's || 
El? "tis God that juſtifieth, who is be that 
rondemneth ? tis Chriſi that died, yea, rather 
that is riſen again, who is even at the right Hand ||, 
of God, who alfo maketh Interceſſon for us. 
Secondly, A perfect and upright Man is, at ||! 
the time of Death, ſupported by conſcious In- 1 
tegrity. He knows that he has endeavoured to 7 
live fuitably to the Dignity of hisNature, to the || / 
End for which he was created, and to the De- || 4 
ſign of the Chriſtian Revelation. He is conſci= |} 


55 to himſelf that he honeſtly intended to do 


Service to his Maker, ane, to Religion, and | r: 


Good to his Fellow-Creatures. His Heart tells f. 
him, that it has been his Study and Care to o- 


bey the Laws of God, and to imitate the di- | fi 
vine Perfections. le 

'Tis true indeed that ſuch an one will be v 
deeply humbled in the fight of God, when he 
reflects on his own Failures and ImperteQions; IE 
and conſiders with how little Teal, with how e 
much Weakneſs he has ferved his great Maſter, l 
and how many Opportunities of doing Good |/Z 


neſs of Mind is becoming, in the moſt eminent fr 

Saints, at all times, but eſpecially when they 
expect ſoon to appear before an all- 

and infinitely holy God. Nevertheleſs a go 

Chriſtian knows that God will nat deſpiſe the 

fincere though imperfect Services Which are 


done 


6 7 ) 
er done to him, and may with humble T te ef 
s; || pe& the promiſed Reward, though not reckor- 
y; || ed of Debt; bat of Grate: His refvicing is this, 
?; || the 7efimony of his Conſcience, that in Stmplicts 
at || ty and godly Sinterity, not with ſteſhly Wiſdom; 
er || but by the Grace of God, he has had his Conver= 
nd || ſation in the 2 Such an one is qualify'd 

| for the Enjoyment of Happineſs; which is the 
at | natural Reſult of Virtues Nothing can be 
n= | more agtceabletotrue Philoſophy, than the Pros | 
to bei 's Obſetvation, Ja. xxxii. 17. That the 
he || Work. of Rig bteouſne/s ſhall be Peate, and the 
= — of Righteouſneſs, Riemeſs and Aſſurance 
C1= [| Jorever. 
do | Thirdy, Taz Froſpect of a ſpeedy Sepas 
nd | ration of {1 Soul from his Body, cannot terri- 
Ils | fy a perfect and upright Man, who believes the 
os | Goſpel, He has long been accuſtomed to con- 
i- | ſider his Soul as a noble and heavenly Gueſt; 

lodged in a frail Cottage. He knows that 

be | when his earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle ſhall 
he be diſolved, he 2 obtain a Building of God, an 
ns; | Houſe-not made with Hands, eternal in the Hea- 
ow ven. He conſiders that while he is at home in 
the Body { or ſojourns in it ) he is abſent from 
the Lord. His Mind ; is therefore firm and ere, 
Ihe is confident, and willing rather to be abſent 
rom the Body, that he may be preſent with the 
brd. He knows that to depart, and be with 
brift, is better. 

Fourthly, A x uptight Chriſtian will not be 
liſturbed becauſe that his Body is to be turned 
Nig Corruption and "I tor Worms, in the 


Grave. 


t 

Grave; and indeed this ought not to give any 
Man the leaſt Uneaſineſs, for we have no fur- 
ther any Concernment with our Bodies, after 
that our Souls are departed out of them. But 
yet it is certain that few of thoſe who have 
made it their chief Care to pamper their Bodies, 
can, with perfect ſerenity, a to Corruption 
thou art my Father, and to the Worm thou art 
my Mother, and my Siffer. But a good Man, 
_ who firmly believes the Goſpel, knows that he 
Hour is coming when the dead ſhall hear the Voice 
of the Son of God, and live. That though our 
Bodies are Sown, or committed to the Earth, 
in Corruption, Diſhonour and Weakneſs, yet we 
ſhall be raiſed in Incorruption, Glory and Pow- 
er; clothed with ſpiritual Bodies, that is to ſay, 
Bodies free from carnal Appetites and Neceſſi- 
ties, immortal, fit Habitations for moſt active 
Spirits, faſhioned like unto that glorious Body, 
which our Redeemer now wears. Such an one 
therefore will leave his Body to be buried in 
the peaceful Hope of a bleſſed Reſurrection to 
Life everlaſting. | e 

Fifth, A perfect and upright Man who 
believes the Doctrine of Chriſt, will not, at the 
time of Death, heavily regret the Loſs of all 
his worldly Wealth, Poſſeſſions, Honours, and 
delightful Enjoyments. He has taken his Af- 
fections off thoſe Things, and ſet them on 
Things infinitely more valuable. He has made 
to himſelf Friends of unrighteous, that is, deceit- 


ka, wil as of Tae as. 
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ful Mammon; By giving to the Poor he has lent || : 


to the Lord; being rich in good Works, he r 
| lai 


„ 
laid up for himſelf in Store a good Foundation 


for the time to come. He has Treaſure in Hea- 


ven, an Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
which fadeth not away, reſerved for him there. 
A Crown of Life, Righteouſneſs and Glory, ſhall 
be given him, He knows, that in he Preſence 
of God there is Fulneſs of Joy, and at his right 
Hand everlaſting Pleaſures. ; - 
Sixt hiy, A Perſon of the excellent Character 
which J have deſcribed, can have no Cauſe for 
anxious Thoughts concerning his dear Relati- 
ons and Friends, whom he leayes behind him in 
the World, or for Bitterneſs and Grief at his 
parting with them. With great Chearfulneſs 
he may commit them to the Care of his Wile, 
compaſſionate, and all- ſufficient heavenly Fa- 
ther, whoſe Mercy 1s from everlaſting to il 
ſting upon them that fear him, and bis Righteouſ= 
4 unto their Children's Children ; who bleſſeth 
thoſe that are bleſſed of the righteous. And he 
knows that the Society to which he ſhall ſore- 
ver be joined 1s incomparably more deſirable 
than that from which He ſhall be taken away. 
Seventh, Sue x an one will when dying, 
be free from frightful Apprehenſions con- 
cerning that unknown World into. which he is 
entring. He knows that GOD, whom he has 
choſen for his ſure and only Portion, is every 
where preſent, and able to render his faithful 
Servants and Friends happy. And the new 
Teſtament aſſures him that in Heaven Light 
and Love, Righteouſneſs and Holineſs ſhall for 
eyer dwell. | 8 
| 96 C 2 Ix 
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Iu the Eighth and 1ſt Place a perfect and 
upright Man, who dies in the Lo RD will not, 
at the Hour of Death be diſmaid at the Terrours 
of the laſt Judgment, and at's important Ifſues, 
is true indeed tha the Canſideration of theſe 
Things will fill him with an holy Awe, and 
render the Temper of his Mind very ſerious 
and ſolemn. But his Heart does not condemn 
bim as guilty of Hypocriſy or Wiekedneſs, 
and therefore he has a fold yet very humble 
Eonfidence toward GOD. Jeſus Chriſt has ex- 
preſly declared that when he ſhall come in big 
Glory, and all the holy Angels with him, and ſhall 
fit upon the Throne of his Glory, he will ſay to 
the righteous and charitable, come ye 2 of 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
from the Foundation of the World. And 
that they ſhall then enter into Life eternal, into 
that happy State the Felicity and Glory of which 
very far tanicends all that we can naw expre 
or conceive. In which we ſhall behold the 
Glory of the Lamb ; in which we ſhall ſee 
GOP's Face in Righteouſneſs and be ſatisfyed 
with his Likeneſs; in which we ſhall be rendred 
truely perfect in Wiſdom and Virtue. Though 
it does not yet appear what we ſhall be, yet we || ti 
know that when he ſpall y__ we ſhall be like 
him, for we ſhall ſee-him as he is. O | the bleſ- 
ted Hope. Whoeyer has it, his latter Eng muſt 
he peace. | 8 5 
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Lx = us ſet in Oppoſition to this, the wretch- || 

ed End of the Wicked, If they will allow | tl 

+ themſelyes, at the time of Death, ſeriouſly to | P 
cConſider 
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then be i in their Power to avoid ) they will fin 
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conſider Matters ( a thing, . it will 28 | 


nothing but an immenſe Load of Guilt contrac- 
ted, and moſt dreadful Proſpects with reſpect 
to F uturity, Their Al] is lor ever loſt, They 
have no cheerful Hgpes, no powerful Conſola- 
tions to ſupport / them; ; except thoſe which are 
afforded them by vile Deceivers, who teach 
Men to ſubſtitute fooliſh and abominable Su- 
perſtitions, in the Room of Virtue and Holip 


neſs. Their own Hearts condemn them, and they 


certainly know that God is greater than their 
Hearts, and knows all things, There remains 
nothing but a certain fearful boking for of 
Judgment, and fiery Indignati on, which all de- 
vour the Adver ſaries. 

My Friends, a virtuous and religious Life 
is certainly the moſt pleaſant and happy Life 
which a reaſonable Creature can lead. But what 
has been ſaid under this Second Head, is ſufici- 
ent to convince you, that although the Difficul- 
ties of ſuch a Life were ſuppoſed to be a Thou- 
fand times greater than really they are, yet it 
would be our trueſt Wiſdom to ſubmit to them. 

I go on, under the Third general Head, 
to illuſtrate the Obſervation which we are di- 
reted by the P/almiff to make, from an In- 


ſtance which you have lately ſeen of the happy 


Death of a perfect and upright Man in the Senſe 
in which this Character has been explained. 

I will hardly ſay any thing concerning 
the Family from which your late worthy 
Paftor deſcended. You all know that it is 

| an. 
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* 


ancient and reputable. * You alſo know. 


that he had ral "dra of a liberal Educa- 
tion: And that few have been happier with 
reſpect to valuable natural Endowments, His 
Underſtanding was clear and penetrating, his 
Memory ſtrong, and his Judgment exact. Few, 
very few have been bleſſed with a greater ſhar e 
of good Senſe - But I will notinſiſt on theſe 
Things, becauſe they do not belong to his Ma- 
ral Character. '* | £025 2" 524M 
HIS Piety was ſincere and rational, free from 


Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm. His Mind was 


impreſted with juſt and lively Sentiments of 
the glorious Majeſty and Perfections of God, 
And with ſuch Sentiments, he laboured in his 


publick Miniſtrations to impreſs the Minds of | 


his Hearers. Proving with irreſiſtible Evidence, 
that GOD is the Creator and Governour of the 
World, that on Him all Things depend, that 
He is every where Preſent, Omniſcient, Al- 
| N | mighty, 
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e was in the fourth Generation, of the Poſterity of the 
Rev'd Mr. RobertBruce ; who was a Gentleman of Note, anda ve- 
ry eminent Miniſter of the Church of Scotland, in the Reign of 
King Fames the Sixth, and was for ſome time a principal Counſel- 
lor of that Monarch. His Father and Grand-Father were faithful 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, and very worthy. His Mother was a 
very prudent and religious Gentlewoman, whole piuus Care it 
2 early to recommend to all her Children the Love and Practice 
of Virtue, ; 125 
We have in this Family, a notable Inſtance of the Truth af the 
P/almiſt s Obſervatiqn, That the Seed of the Righteous is bleſſed. And 
a Proof of the Wiſdom and Importance of the Precept given by 
Solomon, Erov. xxii. 6. Train up a Child in the Way he ſhould go; 
and when he is old he will not depart from it. 
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| mighty, all-ſufficient, infinitely waſe, righteous, 
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mercitul, and gracious. He teſtified with an 
holy Feryour, that God is Logs, kind and beni- 
ficent, and therefore moſt amiable. 

Hx had a juſt ſenſe of the Greatneſs of the 
Benefits which GOD Has beſtowed on Us his 
1 Creatures: And eſpecially of his a- 
mazing dach in ſending his Son into the 
World, to redeem Us, to inſtruct Us concer- 
ning the Nature of GOD, and of true Religion, 

and the Rewards and Puniſhments of the World 
to come, and to publiſh the moſt gracious Terms 
of Acceptance with GOD. Theſe are ſubjects 
on which he frequently preached, declaring 
with warm zeal and convincing Force that zh1s 


| ſaying is true, and worthy of all Acceptation, that 


Jeſus Chriſt came into the World to ſave Sinners; 
that only in the Goſpel of CHRIST we have the 
Words of Eternal > ; and that the Terms of 
the Goſpel are moſt reaſonable, and the loweſt 
and eaſieſt which could have been propoſed, 
conſiſtent with the Glory of GOD, the Intereſts 

of Virtue, and the Good of Men. 
O theſe Sentiments his Piety was founded. 
He truly feared, and honoured GOD, and lo- 
ved him above all things ; He was thankful to 
GOD, for his unſpeakable Gifts ; He teftified 
his Gratitude to the ſypreme Being by honeſt 
Endeavours to do what he judged to be plea- 
ſing to him. He was full of Submiſſion to the 
Will of GOD, delighted with this Thought 


that the World is governed by unerring Wiſdom 


Ons 


and perfect Goodneſs. « By many fore Affficti- 


P 
ons did it pleaſe GOD to try his Reſignation to 
the divine Will, but he was dumb, and opened 
not his Mouth in bitter Complaints, but ſaid 
the Lord hath given and the Lord hath taken a- 
way. Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. In 
GOD alone he repoſed his Truſt. He ſought 
for his chiefeſt Happinefs in the Enjoyment of 
the Divine Favour, The Wotfſhip which he 


offered to the Deity was humble att devout. 


And a ſolid Perſuaſion of his Acceptance with 
GOD was to him a perpetual Source of Cheer- 


fulneſs and Joy. And in his publick Diſcour- 


ſes he inceſſantly endeayoured to excite his 
Hearers to the practiſe of true Piety ; to per- 
ſwade them to reverence God, to love him with 
all their Heart and Soul, to remember and 
thankfully to acknowledge all his Benefits; 
He invincibly demonſtrated, that #his 1s tbe 
Love of God, that we keep his Commandments 
He perſwaded Men to aquieſce and rejoice in 
this, that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth, to 
truſt in the Loxp in well-doing, to ſay to GOD 
whom have I in Heaven, but thee, and on the 
Earth there is none whom I defire beſides thee z 
to account it good for them to araw near to God; 
to walk humbly with him; to make Supplicati- 
on to him; to praiſe him for his Righteous 
nts; to eſteem his Service their Delight. 

E was full of Benevolence to Mankind; 

of ſincere and fervent Charity to all his Chriſ- 
tian Brethren ; of Compaſſion to the Afflicted; 
of Kindneſs and Benignity. He was always 
ready to do Good to the” utmoſt of his * 

| | mo 
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moſt affable; complaiſant and obligmg, but it 


3. 


good will, and did not progged from a Regard 
to Ceremony, or a Deſige toTeco 

to the Eſteem of other Men. He was a Man 
of great 3 , He utterly diſdained all man- 
ner of Fraud ad Diſſimulation. He was ex 
ceedingly careful to do no Wrong, and in Mat- 
ters of Juſtice his Goodneſs and Integrity pre- 


ſerved him from Errors; He freel forgave the 


Injuries which were done him. For even t ais 
good Man was ill uſed. By moſt unreaſonable 
Prejudices and Surmiſes many of his Hearers 
were induced to forſake his Miniſtry, though 


they were ready to acknowledge, that his Doc= 


trine had always been pious, ſolid, and edifying, 
and that his Converſation had always been un- 


blamable, good and holy. He freely. forgave 


them, and earneſtly prayed to GOD to 75 
them; he alyays made the beſt Apology for them 
that could poſſibly be made, and ſued for Chriſ- 
tian Communion with thoſe who had deſerted, his 
Miniſtry. But here I draw a Vail. And have 
not mentioned this Affair with a Deſign to give 
any of you who are here preſent, or any of 
your Neighbours pain, ( though I ſincerely wiſh, 
and heartily pray, that the guilty may repent ). 
but my View is to warn you all againſt Bigotry, 
blind and intemperate Zeal, by which in all 
Ages many well meaning Men have been miſ- 
led, and the miſchievous effects of which the 
beſt of Men have uſually felt moſt ſenfibly, O! 
11 EY D may 
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may the GOD ot Peace impart the Spirit of 


Love and of a found Mind, to all the Subjects 


of the Prince of Peace. 


I proceed. Vom late" Reverend Paſtor was 
a Man of exceeding great Candour, a ſincere 


Lover of Truth, ever open to Conviction, al- 
ways inclined to put the moſt fgyourable Con- 
ſtruction upon the Words and Actions of other 
Men. He was truly good in all Relations; a 


loving Husband, a prudent and indulgent Fa- 
ther, a wiſe and faithful Friend. of 


As he lived in the Practiſe of theſe Virtues, 


ſo likewiſe did he with becoming Vehemency, 
and great Strength of manly Eloquence, recom- 


mend them to others. He inculcated the royal 


Lau of Love, and demonſtrated Charity to be the 


End of the | Commandment, the diſtinguiſhing 


Character of Chriſt's Diſciples, the moſt import- 


ant of all the Chriſtian Virtues. He ſhewed the 
Neceſſity of exercifing Mercy, in order to our 
obtaining Mercy from God ; of forgiving, that 


our Sins may be forgiven. He proved that 


udgment, Mercy and Truth are the weightier 
Matters of the Lau; that we muſt abſtain from 
judging and cenſuring our Neighbours, if we 
would eſcape the Condemnation of GOD ; and 
that a good Chriſtian muſt be good in every 
ſocial Relation. | f 
H was a Man of moſt ftri& Sobriety and 
Temperance, and of great Modeſty, which uſu- 
ally accompanies the trueſt Worth, but in which 


he certainly exceeded, which many of his Friends 
did regret. He was clothed with Humility, 


but 
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but was far ſrom Meanneſs. He e ed 
with Chriſtian Magnanimity, and was of a truly 
reat and generous Soul. No Regard to the 
er of Men in religious Matters, to Fa- 


atred, to Applauſe or Reproach, to 
Threats or Pexſccutions, t worldly Loſſes or 
Advantages, could move him to abandon the 
Cauſe of Chriſtian Liberty, Truth and Charity. 
He deſpiſed this vain and tranſitory World. His 
Temper and Converſation, were heavenly. He 
was far from Selfiſhneſs, uncapable of forming 
any baſe, narrow, intereſted Deſigns; and true 
{elf-Denial rendred him ſteady and unſhaken, 
He had warm and ſtrong AﬀeQions, but they 
were under the Government of Reaſon, to whole 
Voice he liſtned, and whoſe Dictates he care. 
fully obeyed. And it was remarkable, that 
222 ever he argued concerning any important 
Subject with uncommon Warmth, in proportion 
to it, his Reaſoning grew clearer and ſtronger. 
From this Government of his Paſſions and the 
Teſtimony of a good Conſcience proceeded his 
Calmneſs and cheerful Serenity. » 
THEsE Virtues he with a decent, Ardour, | 


and perſwaſive Evidence recommended in his 


Sermons ; teaching and maintaining the Necei- 
ſity of Sobricty, Temperance, Modeſty, Hu- 
mility, Courage and Reſolution. He inſtruc- 
ted 4 exhorted Chriſtians to ſtand faſt in the 


Liberty with which CHRIST has made them free; 


And ſhewed from the Scriptures, that the Diſ- 
ciples of CHRIS, are indiſpenſibly obliged to 
receive one another, as CHRIST alſo hath re- 
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ceiyed then to the Glory of GOD, and that 


the Unity of the Chriſtian Church muſt be pre- 
ſeryed, not by Lagoon, or the Dint of Au. 
thority, but oe the Exerciſe 2 Lowlineſs, Meek- 
neſs and Forbearary He taught Chia, 
to live above the World, . their Minds 


with due Care, keeping the Heart with all Di. 
Lues of Life. 


ligence, becauſe out of it are the 
He convincingly proved, that there is nothing 


better, than that 4 Men "ſhuuld rejoice, and do 


Good, all his Days. 


HE Was 8 convinced of the Beauty 


and Excellency of Virtue, and found the Prac- 


tice of it extreamly Delightful, He knew that 


without it, tis impoſſible to be happy 3 He 
there ſore IT others to mind thoſe things 
which are true, honeſt, juſt, pure, lovely, of good 
Report, virtuous and Praiſe-worthy ; aſſuring 


them that, all Miſdonis Ways are Pleaſantneſs, 


and all ber Paths Peace, That ſhe is a Tree of 
Life to them that. lay hold ufon her, and that 


happy is every one that retaineth her. 


- HE was throughly conyinced of the Truth 
and Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
therefore laboured mightily to eſtabliſh his Hear- 
ers.in their moſt holy Faith. He felt the Power 
of the Motiyes to the Practice of univerſal Righ- 
teouſneſs and Holineſs, propoſed by the Gol- 
pel, and therefore he carneſtly endeayoured to 
excite others by them. He found by Experi- 
ence, the happy Influence of Faith to purify 
the Heart, 3 and to ſupport a virtuous Man under 


Afflictions and Temptations ; and therefore he 
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laboured to engage others to walk Faith. | 


He knew that the Deſign of the Chriſtian Mi- 
niſtry is to render Men wiſe, | holy and good, 
and to conduct them to the celeſtial Felicity and 
Glory ; He was therefore Az faithful and di- 

the Duties of his Of- 


1 of 5 
Hrs publick Addreſſes to the Throne of 
Grace were molt plain, ſerious and rational; ſuch 


as every good Chriſtian could not but perceive 


inſtantly the Reaſonableneſs of joining in. 

H 1s publick Diſcourſes were clear, ſtrong, 
warm, inſtructing, convincing, edifying. They 
And it was not grievous to him frequently to 
repeat and inculcate the ſame judicious Leſſons, 
becauſe he knew this to be ſafe and uſeful to his 
Nees : EI 

AnxD there is one Thing which I muſt take 
Notice of here, that he ſeldom wrote any Part 
ofthis Sermons ; He was patient of Thought ; 
He was always careful to render himfelf Maſter 
of his Subject, and could nicely diſcern whether 
this were the Caſe ; And he had ſuch ſtrength 
of Genius, that he could imprint on his Mind 
not only the Things, and the Order in which 
they were to be delivered, but alſo the Expreſ- 
ſions; and could, a great while aſter, recollect 
and repeat the ſame Diſcourſe without omit- 
ting any of the Thoughts, and varying very few 
of the Expreſſions. But I mention this with 
ſome Regret ; becauſe that by this Means the 
far greater Part of his moſt valuable Productions 


. are 


are n 


(' 30 
irrecoverably loſt ; and leſt ſome who 
have not his extraordinary natural Gif ts, ſhould 
ome to imitate him in a thing in which he 

perhaps inimitable. 


1 * D thus I ; hay elirered all that T intend ; 


0 ſay concerning this excellent Character, of 
which Integrity, and ſtrong Benevolence were 
the moſt ſhining Parts. 

Jo among Eur ch he has Mou in the 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel for the ſpace of twenty 
four Years know that I have not exceeded, and 
that in the Scriptural Senſe of the Words, he 
was a perfect and uptight Man, ſupported by 


the Faith of the Goſpel. 


'Y.ov alſo know that, according to the Þ/al- 


miſts Obſervation, his End was Peace, Du- 


ring his laſt Sickneſs, and at the approach of 


Death his Mind was calm, ſerene and cheerful, 
He always expreſſed an intireReſi gnation ofhim- 


ſelf to de WII of his merciful heavEnly Father. 
He ſometimes intimated to his Friends, that, he 


had a longing Deſire to die and go to Heaven - 


But he conſtantly added, that he thought ſuch 
Deſires cynſiſtent with aperſect Submiſſion to the 
Divine Providence; and that if he knew his 
own Heart, he was willing to bear what infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſhould be pleaſed to in- 
fAli&. To the laſt he diſcavered a moſt fervent 


Teal for promoting the Glory of GOD, the 


Intereſts of Virtue and Religion, and the Good 
of Men. When he could hardly bear to have 


his Chamber crowded, and could not ſpeak 


wn without Difficulty anc Pain, by "_ 
0 
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© Wk, of bend en 


of his Weakneſs * LN he nevertheleſs 8 
deſired You his Hearers, to come by turns, in 


| ſmall Companies, that he might bid you the 


laſt Farewel, and give you his dying Advice. 
You know how important, ſolemn and af- 
fectionate his E ons then were. I pray 
GOD, that they may never be forgotten. 

Hz continued to the laſt to diſcover a bene vo— 
lent, friendly and complaiſant Diſpoſition. He ex- 
preſſed true Humbleneſi of Mind; telling his 
Friends,“ that he hoped, he had in him the Be- 
* ginnings and Seeds of Virtue, but that he was 
« far from having attained to any conſiderable De- 

« gree of Perfection, and that he had ſervedGOD 
« with ſome Meaſure of Faithfulneſs, but with 

“great Coldneſs and Remiſneſs; and that he ho- 

« ped for the Remiſſion of Sins, Acceptance with 


| © GOD, and eternal Life through the Mediation 
« of Cur IST, and — to the 


gracious 
« Terms of the new Covenan 2 83 he hear- 
« tily agreed.” This was the Languageof Faith, 
and of a pious Soul deepl onto 2:4 by the 
ſtrong Obligations under which Chriſtians, and 
Minſters are to live in the Practice of the moſt 
exalteÞ Virtue; and an Effect of that ftri& 
Watch, -which he had long kept: oyer his own 
Conduct, and of that ſevere Account to which 
be had called himſelf, when about to appear be- 
fore GOD, the Judge of all. In thoſe Cireunie 
ſtances, he expreſſed his intire Satisfaction with 
the Part which he had aQcd in the late Debates 
among the Proteſtant Diſſenters in the Norib of 
Ireland; that is to ſay, with the Side of the 


Que- 


' Queſtion which he had choſen, and his ſteady 


nin bleſſing Mankind with the Chriſtian Reve- 


_ wpright Man, and his End was Peace. He has 


to GOD for the Goſpel, which comforts good P® 
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Adherence to it; But this he lamented that, 
Wrath had been mingled with thoſe untiappy 
Debates. He had no anxious diſquieting thoughts 
concerning his Family and Friends whom he 
was to leave in the World:; them he cheerfully 
committed to the Favour and tection of the 
infinitely powerful, wiſe and good Goyernour of 
the Univerſe, He frequently diſcourſed with 
them concerning the great Goodneſs of GOD 


lation, and of the Uſefulneſs of the Goſpel to 
ſupport good Men in Affliction and at the Hour 
of Death, by the joyful Hope of a glorious and 
bleſſed Immortality. In his laſt Hours, while 
he could uſe his Tongue, it was employed in 
celebrating the praiſes of GOD, and in making 
to him wiſe, humble and fervent Supplication. 
And thus in the Excerciſe of Spiritual and rati- 
onal Devotion, in the Tranſports of Divine *® 
Love, and in the cqmfortable Hope of Life e-. 
yerlaſting, he fell aſleep. He was a perfect and 


ing well. e 
I ſhall now conclude with ſome uſeful Ad- 

vices. And | e Foy 
Firſi, let me exhort you to be very thankful 


left Us an excellent Example of living and dy- 


Chriſtians in all their Troubles, and more eſpe- 
cially at the Hour of Death, To convince you 
of the Reaſonableneſs of this Exhortation, give | 
me leaye to compare the Caſe of your late oy — 
Or 


— 
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Paſtot, at the approach of Death with that of 
Socrates, who was one of the wiſeſt and beſt 
Men in the Heathen World, and who was con- 
demned to die for oppoſing that Superſtition 
| which prevailed in his Country, and for his ge- 
- | nerousEndeavours to render thoſe with whom he 
. | converſed wiſe and virtuous. . In thoſe Cir= 
ce | cumſtances he ſolaced himſelf and his Friends, 
1 | faying, that Death would either put an End to 
Y bis Exiſtence, and conſequent ly to all his Pains, 
ler elſe that after Death he would'enter into ano- 
6 | iher-World, and a more happy Stato. How 
r | poor was this Conſolation, compared with-that 
4 | of one who at the Hout of Death could lay, 1 
le | #avefought a'good Fight, I have n re yy Courſe, 
n 11 090 kept the Faith; Henceforth there is laid 
18 up for me a Crown) ff Righteouſn eſs. IT know on 
n. | whom T have Wee, even Jeſus Chriſt, who 
i- [is the Reſurrection and the Life, in whom ꝛuboſo- 
ne lever believetb, tboughb be die, yet ſhall he Ive. 
e. | Serondly, Be thabkful to GOD by. whoſe good 
Providence you have ſo long enjoyed the Benefit 
of ſuch excellent Inſtructions, and of fo holy an 
Example, as have been given you by your late 
[worthy Miniſter-. Pew, Alas! very few of 
d- four Chriſtian'Brethren, now in the World, 
_ © Þavebeen ſo highly: favoured in theſe Refpecta. 
ful | Thirdh, Let me earneſtly obteſt and beſeech 
ood Nou carefully to Keep in your Remembrance 
ſpe he ſold 1 uſeful eſons which you have 
you Pen taught by that great and good Man, and 
pivel ono E yoo nn wes 
Autor a 2 u in Apol, goorar. 
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©. Foutthly, Let the Confiderationiof the Hap- 
| pineſs-of our deacaed Fritnd.afwage our Grief, 


SK ( 534 3) 
his holy, and heavenly Converſation among you. 
For aſſiſting you to do this, I. haye, together 
with the Virtues which he practiſed, mentioned 
ſome of the Subjects, concerning which you and 
I have heard him Preach, You teftified a very 
great Regard. for him while alive; He had a 
Juſt Senſe of it, and a moſt hearty concern for 
w_ Welfare. Lou now bitterly bewail his 


Death; But the beſt Proof which you can give 


of your Reſpect for his Memory, and the beſt 
Improvement which you can make of your pre- 


ſent Affliction, is to live by Faith, to walk in | 
Love to GOD, to one another, to all your 


Chriſtian Brethren, and Fellow -Greatures, and 
in thoſe Paths of. Rightedufneſs and Helineſo, 
in which, by his Doctrine and Example, he en- 
dea voured to lead yqu. Fhus hall you be his 
Foy and- his Crown, in rhe. Dan of bie Tard 
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On ſuch Oecaſions Chrifians ;ought; Dot r 
mourn, at thynuho huvs nt Hl But an the 
contrary-to comfort themſelvłs, ant: ne aner 


with / thoſe Conſelations which tit Religion of 
Jusvs yields. ai We cha vera füll Aſſirünce, 
wo cpuld havt without 2 particular Re velati 
from Heaven; uu out Hcarlycheisued Friend 
i yl moca happythan he cbuld ha 

bean in this World: And ſutrchwieknaw, tha 
in Heaveg H a have bred: wiſe ſhall ſine 


122 o * U 


as the Brightneſs of the. Firmament; and theſ ; 


who have turned many to Righteouſneſs, as th 
A og of ad * | Star 


1 1 
Stars forever; We have Reaſon to believe that 
he ſhall enjoy a very high Degree in the Glories 
of theSaints,and ſhine forever as a Star of the firſt 
Magnitude, With him GOD has dealt very 
graciouſly. And as for Us, *tis our Duty 
meekly to ſubmit to the Will of GOD, whohas 
been pleaſed to correct Us. Let us neither de. 


ſpiſe the Chaſtnin of the Lord, nor faint when we 


are rebuked of him. It becomes us always 
to acknowledge, that what GO does, is and 


: | muſt be wiſeſt and beſt. 


Lafth, LE r us all unfeignedly dovote our 
ſelves to the Practiſe of Piety and Virtue, in 
which the Perfection and Glory of the Humane 
Nature conſiſts, and without which we muſt be 
Strangers to true Peace. Let us not ſatisfy our 
ſelves with idle Wiſhes, that we may die tbe 
Death of the righteous, and that our laft End | 
may be like his, They will avail us nothi 
Let every one of Us, be careful zo live 7 55 | 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent World ; tet 
us purify our ſelves, as God is pure; Let us 
faithfully endeavour, to the utmoſt of our Po.’. 
er to do Service to our Creator, and Good to 
our Fellow-Creatures, Thus ſhall our lives be 
happy, and our End, Peace. Thus ſhal} we 
have Cauſe to triumph over that laſt Enemy 
Death, in the Expectation of a more perfect 
Triumph at the Reſurrection of the Juſt ; when 
Death ſhall be ſwallowed up in Victory. 
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